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CARACAS/Dec. 5 — Social 
Christian Rafael Caldera 
emerged today as the nearly 
certain victor in Venezuela’s 
close, drawn out presidential 
election. 

Although the official vote 



count goes on, all indications 
are (that Caldera will take of- 



fice im March. He would he 
Latin America’s second chief 
executive from the Christian 
Democratic movement. 

Caldera’s election would 
bring the first shift of party 
in power since Romulo Betan- 
court brought the democratic; 

» era to Venezuela ten years 
’ ago. 

Betancourt’s Democratic Ac- 
tion Party survived several 
factional splits but a division 
earlier this year — which 
brought another strong con- 
tender into the race — sapped 
the Party’s strength. 

Caldera’s opposition Social 
e Christian (Copei) party cam- 
paigned on the theme “Time 
a for a Change,” yet its policies 
> are not expected to differ sig- 
g nifieantly from the reformist 
e programs of the Democratic 
'■ Action, which is considered 
i to be mildly leftist among 
Latin America’s generally 
x conservative ruling parties, 
t With most of the. continent’s 
, people under military rule, 

- the ten-year-old Venezuelan 
democracy is now looked up- 
on as a model. 

The latest official voting re- 
sults, which include about 80 
per cent of the almost 4 mil- 
lion ballots cast, show Caldera 
with 29 per cent; Gonzalo Bar- 
rios of the Democratic Action 
with 27.5 per cent; M. A. ] 
Burelli Rivas of a three-party j 
coalition with 22.6 per cent, 
and Luis Beltran Prieto of the l 
breakaway Democratic Action , 
group with 19.7. Two other , 
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candidates are out of the run- 
ning. 

This trend is expected to 
continue. Only 40,000 votes 
now separate Caldera and Bar- 
rios, and if that gap should 
narrow the final results might 
be challenged. 

A recount would drag on in- 
definitely 'the vote-certifying 
procedure that has kept the 
country in suspense since Sun- 
day’s voting. 

But Caldera’s victory now is 
clearly indicated. Those votes 
still to be counted are not ex- 
pected to favor Barrios. His 
backers, until yesterday as 
confident of victory as Cal- 
dera, now are very cautious. 

In an interview, Democratic 
Action Party leader Carlos 
Andres Perez summed up this 
new attitude by saying: “It 
was a severe shock to lose 
Lara state. We had expected 
to win that one.” 

Perez stressed that his 
Party had run strongly in the 
separate congressional ballot- 
ing, that it might control the 
Senate and that it would be 



the largest bloc in the lower] court’s Democratic Action. 



house. 

An additional reason for 
caution, illustrated in recent 
conciliatory statements by Bar- 
jrios, is the fear that militants 
| of the party that loses might 
jturn to violence if they had 
been convinced beforehand of 
certain victory. 

But Caldera has never pub- 
licly doubted his victory. This 
may be the most aggressive 
position he has taken in a 
political career that — for 
Venezuela — has not been a 
colorful one. 

Caldera, 52, is a lawyer. As 
a student leader 34 years ago 
he attended a Catholic youth 
conference in Rome at which 
Eduardo Frei, now President 
of Chile, also was present. 
The two are friends, and the 
Christian Democratic parties 
they helped found are simi- 
lar in their stress on econo- 
mic and social development of 
their nominally Catholic coun- 
tries. 

But through the years that 
his Copei Party spent as a 
coalition partner then as the 
loyal opposition to Betan- 



Caldera never showed the ac- 
tivism or impatience of Frei 
and his “revolution in liber- 
ty.” 

Caldera stresses detailed 
planning and organization. 

Frei has been in political 
trouble at home, so Caldera 
did not campaign on their 
similarities. In fact, many 
Chileans have indicated they 
could cooperate as well with 
Democratic Action as with 
Copei. 

Another Catholic-oriented 
and yet nominally secular 
party is given a chance of 
coming to power in El Salva- 
dor, but elsewhere Christian 
Democracy’s prospects are not 
regarded as hopeful. 

The main significance of 
Caldera’s apparent victory, 
then, lies in the addition of 
another free election to Vene- 
zuela’s democratic experience 
— a record in Latin America 
matched only in Chile and Ur- 
uguay. 

In recent sessions with the 
press here, Caldera has of- 
fered these clues to his ad- 
ministration: 

FOREIGN POLICY— Of the 
Betancourt Doctrine, under 
which Venezuela has refused 
to recognize governments cre- 
ated by military coups, he 
said, “It would have been 
helpful to democracy if all 
countries had observed the 
Doctrine. But now it is im- 
practical.” He also has said 
he will! seek to establish re- 
lations with the Soviet Union, 
explaining, “We are oil ex- 
porters, so are the Soviets.” 

OIL POLICY— He defined 




Rafael Caldera: apparent 

his position as “realistic na- 
tionalism.” Like the present 
government, he has said that 
when foreign-owned extrac- 
tion contracts run out in 1983 
they should not be renewed. 

U.S. RELATIONS — Refer- 
ring to President-elect Nixon’s 
emphasis on trade rather than 
aid, Caldera has said, “If we 
are sure of expanding and re- 
munerative markets for our 
products, we have less need 
for aid.” Actually Venezuela 
is relatively wealthy and re- 
ceives no U.S. aid. 

Some Army Opposition 

Caldera, who lost presiden- 
tial races here in 1947, ’58 and 
’63, is known to have been op- 
posed by 'some sectors of the 
politically powerful army. “I 
am convinced that the armed 
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winner in Venezuela vote. 

forces will respect the. results 
of the election,” he said. 

No responsible politician 
here is known to have said 
otherwise. 

The prevalent feeling is that 
if the fiery Betancourt and his 
followers could make their 
peace with the soldiers, so can 
Caldera— whose forte is not 
passion but organization. 

Copei’s performance in con- 
gressional races was inferior 
to Caldera’s own vote produc- 
tion. He will not begin efforts 
to form a coalition. 

Caldera and his wife Alicia 
have three boys and three 
girls, the oldest boy at Notre 
Dame University. Caldera 
holds an honorary degree from 
Notre Dame and nine others 
awarded him during his 22- 
year political career. 



